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It’s time for state to jump on wrestling bandwagon

Don Schuler of Bentonville
is a proponent of high scheal
wirestling and has been a leader
in trying to bring the sport to

s,

He called a local sports tlk
show to discuss the sbject, but
all he E;( was a story from one
af the hosts about the fake wes-
tling with the predeterminesd
OUbCOTmes,

That's the stigma backers
af high schoal wrestling in our
stabe will have to owsrcome

Thers are few similarities
between high scheol and pro-
fessioral wrestling, High schoal
wrestling matches skilled ath-
letes of similar weight in a con-
test of strength and quickness.
Professional wrestling, while
entertaining to some, is about
as legitimate as Paris Hilton's
singing caresr

lying leaps off the ropes

aren't allowed and no one breaks
a chir aver the back of an op-
ponent in high school wrestling,
Mare importantly, the referse
never tums his back on the ac-
tion

ruess the only two states in
the: nation without high school

wresting?
That's right, Arkansas and
Misksippl bosom buddies

who seemito be at the botbom of
all things positive in the coun-
g

Significant progress was
mards this past week in Arkares
when nine schools pledged to
fickl wrestling teams this season.

Bentonvil ke, Fapetterille, Gentry
and Busse ille will be joined by
Central Arkansas Christian, Pa-
Leeski Academy, Littls Rock Hall
Brinkley and Arkansas Schoal
for the Elind in putting teams on
the mat.

At least 15 other schocls have
showm inlerest instarbiog bems in
the near futare, including Spring-
dale and Springdale Har-Bex

“It’s b=en slow going, but
we're further along than we'we
ever been,” said Schuler, whioss
sory, Christian, i & sophomors
wrestler at Bentoville. *We've
recetved tremendous belp from

Hatcher, a businessman in
Little Bk who promissd to bay
matsfior the first 20 schoals to sign
up for wrestling. [t takes 16 teams
to make wr\e:tfinga sancticned
sport o Arkaresses, and we're hop-
ing that'll happen in the: pext year
or b

The increasingly diversi-
fied population o rthwest
Arkansas makes the success
of high schocl wresting a real
p-a-nibilit_:.l: The sport & popular
on the high school and college
level in neighboring Cklahoma,
and some newcomers havwe been
surprised to leamn it's wirtually
nonexstent in Arkansas.

Bentomville and Fayetterille
wrestled mostly out of state
while fielding club t=ams a year
age. The wrestling season be-

res in Movember and lasts unbil
E{.mch. and the sport is relatively
inexpensive after the initial cost
of 10,000 or a mat.

“Wie'we got 13 wrestlers back
from last year and I've had about
15 kids say they'd be imterested
in joining the team,” said Ben-
torrrille ch Bill Desler, wha
coached wresiling in Mebraska
fior L2 years. “We'll have enough

tor £ill all 13 weei
you need for hi

t classes that
school wres-

tin

‘?i:'s a great sport in that you
compete against people your own
size. [I'r)lr-:-?r\: ot big enough for
feotball or tall encugh for bas-
kethall, you can compete against
SOMEDNE JOUr OWT Siee in wes-

Hinﬁ'

any teams use wresling

to enhance their football pro-
rame. Arkarsas linsbacker Sam
lijubutu was & wrest ing cham-

pion in high schoal in Georgiabe-

lore be became the Bazorbacks

bt defender.

Tory Cherico wrestled in high
school in Missouri before he be-
came an All-Southeest Confer-
ence nose guard for the Baror-
backs Cherico helpsd coach
wrestling for 13 years in Texas be-
fore taking a job as Bentorrille's
delensive line coach last spring.

“Wrestling was a club sport in
Texas before it was sanctiomed,
and norer it's the faste rowing
speort in their high schools,” Che-
nco said. “I'm a big advecate of
high school wrestling, and 1 used
it myself to make me a betber
fzothall player. You learn to use
Imraﬁ against an opponent,
and it helps with your band and
eye coordimation. [ts a wery de-
mureding sport but cne with a lob
of henelis”

Cherico will help in an advi-
sary role for wresting ot Ben-
tamville whils tending primarily
to hiz football duties, Perbaps
soanpy, oo bes will b= hirsd full
tirmee for wrestling and help with
foatball.

[t's a sport whose Hme has ar-
rved, even in Arkarsas and Bis-
sissippl.

To & -TEH FUE Fepoter
I esa rkansasonling. com
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