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BY NICK WALKER
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

Greg Hatcher is on the phone 
making a deal.

His left leg is bouncing up and 
down. One of his two cell phones 
is ringing while he’s talking on the 
other, and his secretary is paging 
him on his office phone, but noth-
ing is going to stop him from mak-
ing this sale.

Hatcher is a successful insur-
ance man with a downtown office 
near the state capitol, but it isn’t 
a policy he’s selling today. No, 
Hatcher is trying to persuade an-
other school to join the 15 already 
committed to high school wres-
tling this fall.

“You can’t say for sure that 
you’ll sign up today?” Hatcher asks 
the athletic director on the other 
end of the phone. “Well, I tell you 
what, find out what you think your 
school board is going to say and 
then call me back. I’ll give you my 
cell phone number. Call me any-
time, 24-7. If you’re up, I’m up.”

While he didn’t get that athletic 
director, who also was trying to get 
his team ready for a football game 
that night as the school’s football 
coach, to commit, he did get his 
16th school to sign up before Fri-
day ended. Academic Plus Charter 
School in Maumelle became that 
school when it signed up Friday.

Having 16 schools, with Epis-
copal Collegiate joining in 2007 to 
become the 17th, under agreement 
was key for Hatcher and the Ar-
kansas Wrestling Association. Six-
teen is the magic number for any 
high school activity in Arkansas. In 
order for the Arkansas Activities 
Association — the governing body 
of high school activities — to vote 
to sanction a sport, it must have 16 
members.

Hatcher is convinced that with 
the 16 schools he and the AWA 
have recruited, plus a few of the 
23 more he has had discussions 
with, the AAA will vote to sanction 
wrestling next season. That would 
make Arkansas the 49th state to 
sanction high school wrestling, 
leaving only Mississippi without 
the sport.

Hatcher points to the fact that 
wrestling is the third-largest sport 
in the United States in terms of 
revenue and attendance.

At an officiating clinic at his 
Mighty Bluebird facility in west 
Little Rock, Hatcher and the Ar-
kansas Wrestling Association cer-
tified 27 officials Wednesday and 
hope to certify more Dec. 5. Lead-
ing the clinics is Jim Ramirez, who 
has officiated at 13 NCAA Division 
I tournaments.

On Sept. 27, the AWA an-
nounced eight initial schools 
— Arkansas School for the Blind, 
Fayetteville, Bentonville, Brinkley, 
Pulaski Academy, Central Arkan-
sas Christian, Gentry and Little 
Rock Hall — that would begin 
wrestling in 2007. Since then, 
eight more schools —  Bismarck, 
Little Rock Catholic, Little Rock 
Central, Mountain Home, Russell-

ville, Springdale, Springdale Har-
Ber and Academic Plus Charter 
— have joined.

Athletic directors and coaches 
from the participating schools 
have met in Little Rock and set a 
schedule that begins Dec. 16. There 
will be six tournaments at various 
sites around Arkansas in addition 
to dual meets, and a state tourna-
ment at Bentonville on March 17, 
2007.

Fayetteville already can claim 
three medalists, as senior 171-
pounder Albert Carizales took 
home third, junior Andre Knox 
took fourth in the 140-pound 
weight class and sophomore Ben 
Schafenberg took fourth in the 189-
pound weight class at the Tulsa 
Union Takedown Classic in Tulsa 
this weekend. 

All 16 of those schools have 
been given wrestling mats, some-
thing that Hatcher and the AWA 
pledged to provide. They pledge to 
get mats for the next four schools 
to begin wrestling in 2006-2007. 

Wrestling meets sanctioning requirement

Eleventh in a series previewing 
SEC basketball teams

BY SCOTT CAIN
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Jeff 
Lebo can see progress in Auburn’s 
basketball program, even if it’s 
harder to see from the outside. 

In Lebo’s first season, the Tigers 
were one of the smallest teams in 
the country. In his second season, 
they were one of the youngest in 
the country. They finished with 
losing overall records and went 4-
12 in the SEC both years. 

Size is still lacking, but Lebo 
enters his third season with a more 
experienced team, whose strength 
is its juniors and sophomores. 

“This is the first year since I’ve 
been at Auburn that I know what 
to expect from six or seven guys. 
That’s nice,” Lebo said at SEC 
Media Days. “That’s a start. I think 
we’re getting better — slowly. It’s 
not something that’s shot through 

the roof.”
The tallest players are 6-9, 210-

pound freshman Matt Heramb 
and 6-8 Furman transfer Quan 
Prowell. Heramb is unlikely to be 
a significant contributor right away, 
and Prowell is suspended for the 
first three games for a undisclosed 
violation of team rules. 

Lebo came close to signing 7-3 
Jason Bennett, a prized recruit from 
Jacksonville, Fla. Kansas State and 

new Coach Bob Huggins landed 
him instead. 

So the Tigers will continue to 
try to use their quickness to form 
mismatches against opponents’ big 
men. At 6-7, Korvotney Barber can’t 
often outmuscle his man, but he 
knows how to score against bigger 
players inside and can draw them 
outside and make them “look silly 
sometimes,” Lebo said. 

Barber and Josh Dollard, also 
6-7, were the leading rebounders 
last year.

Rasheem Barrett, Frank Tolbert 
and Quantez Robertson return 
in the backcourt. Barrett shot 
46 percent from the field and 39 
percent from three-point range 
as a freshman. Freshmen Kelvin 
Lewis and DeWayne Reed also are 
expected to contribute, Lebo said. 

Junior college transfer Archie 
Miaway has been the most 
accurate three-point shooter in the 
preseason, Lebo said. 

Leading scorer Ronny LeMelle 
is the only player who doesn’t 
return, but his 12.8 points per game 
can be replaced. 

Even though the Tigers haven’t 
won much, teams can’t take them 
lightly. Last year’s freshman-
heavy team beat eventual NCAA 
Tournament qualifier Winthrop 
and lost to NCAA teams Texas 
A&M, Alabama and LSU by five 
points or fewer each. 

Lebo looks forward to the day 
when progress can be measured 
in more than close losses. The 
progress could speed up, at least 
in recruiting, if a new arena is built. 
No timetable is in place. But Lebo 
said willing donors have come 
forward, and he remains cautiously 
optimistic that the school will push 
ahead. 

In the meantime, Lebo will try to 
win with a young team, though not 
as inexperienced as last year’s. 

NEXT South Carolina

Lebo, Tigers move forward slowly
Auburn
COACH Jeff Lebo (26-33 in two seasons at 
Auburn, 141-96 in eight seasons overall)
LAST SEASON 12-16 (T-5th SEC West)
KEY RETURNEES G 
Rasheem Barrett, F 
Korvotney Barber
KEY LOSSES G Ronny 
LaMelle
KEY NEWCOMERS
G Kelvin Lewis, G 
Archie Miaway
PRESEASON PICK Fifth in West

AUBURN AT A GLANCE

Emily Adams
Emily Adams is a sophomore member of the UALR swim 
team.  The Fayetteville, Ark. native was a member of the 
400 medley relay team that set a school record with a 
time of 4:12.14.  Her freshman season, she was the highest 
Trojan finisher at the Sun Belt Conference Championships 
meet, placing 14th  in the 100 yard breaststroke.  Adams 
currently holds a 3.57 GPA in International Business earn-
ing her a spot on the UALR Dean’s List.  Emily Adams is 
the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette UALR Student-Athlete of 
the week. 
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Jacksonville, AR
Call 982-1254 For Tee Times

Come Play All Day

BY SCOTT CAIN
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

FAYETTEVILLE — Two 
groups were evident during 
Arkansas’ 82-49 exhibition 
victory over Xavier University 
of Louisiana. 

“The guys who were in that 
Razorback uniform from last 
season, they looked like they 
knew what they were doing,” 
Arkansas Coach Stan Heath said. 
“Now it’s time for us to get our 
newcomers up to speed a bit.”

The newcomers will have 
their chance tonight when 
Arkansas plays its second and 
final exhibition game. The 
opponent is California University, 
an NCAA Division II school 
from California, Pa.

Against Xavier, an NAIA 
team, the six players back from 
last season, not counting Preston 
Cranford (broken nose), shot 
.676 (23 of 34) and contributed 
57 points and 24 rebounds. The 
five newcomers shot .294 (10 of 
34) and combined for 13 points 
and 25 rebounds. 

The experienced Razorbacks 
are all big men except for guard 
Sean McCurdy. Most of the 
additions are backcourt players, 
including transfers Gary Ervin 
and Sonny Weems. 

Defense had been emphasized 
throughout the preseason, and it 
showed in the exhibition, Heath 

said. The team spent more time 
on offense last week, particularly 
shot selection and making the 
extra pass. 

“We want to play at a fast 
pace and that’s good, but we also 
understand there will be times 
we’ll have to play in halfcourt,” 
Heath said.

Bill Brown, an Arkansas 
assistant under Eddie Sutton, 
coaches the exhibition opponent. 
Former UA tennis coach Tom 
Pucci is the athletic director. 

Heath said he and Brown 
crossed paths during recruiting 
and agreed to the game. 

The season opener is Friday 
against Southeast Missouri State, 
which is coached by another 
former Arkansas assistant, Scott 
Edgar.

Heath wants more 
from newcomers

Arkansas vs. California (Pa.)
WHAT Exhibition game
WHEN 7:05 tonight
WHERE Walton Arena
UA LINEUP PG Gary Ervin, SG Patrick 
Beverley or Stefan Welsh, SF Sonny 
Weems, PF Charles Thomas or Darian 
Townes or Vincent Hunter, C Steven Hill
OPPONENT NCAA Division II program 
coached by Bill Brown, a former Arkansas 
assistant under Eddie Sutton from 1981-
1985. ... Team went 17-11 last season 
and made the Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference playoffs for the eighth time in 
Brown’s 10 seasons. 
RADIO On most ARSN stations

UA BASKETBALL

HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA — The long-suf-
fering Atlanta Hawks make no 
apologies as they relish life in 
first place in the Southeast Di-
vision.

The Hawks never trailed 
in their 95-82 victory over the 
Orlando Magic on Sunday, and 
with the victory Atlanta moved 
over .500 for the first time since 
2002.

It’s only three games, but for 
the long-suffering Hawks, any 
winning record — even 2-1 — is 
notable.

Joe Johnson (Little Rock 
Central, Arkansas Razorbacks) 
scored a game-high 31 points, 
helping Atlanta overcome Or-
lando’s size advantage. Johnson 
is continuing to emerge as a top 
scorer after spending the off-sea-
son with the USA World Cham-
pionship team.

Johnson is averaging 28.7 
points through three games.

Orlando (1-2) recorded only 
eight assists, matching a fran-
chise-low, as it lost its first road 
game of the season.

SUMMARIES
HAWKS 95, MAGIC 82
ORLANDO (82)
G.Hill 5-11 4-5 14, Battie 3-6 1-1 7, Howard 3-5 5-8 11, 
Nelson 2-6 0-0 4, Turkoglu 1-10 1-2 3, Milicic 4-11 1-6 
9, Dooling 2-10 1-1 5, Arroyo 9-9 3-4 22, Outlaw 1-1 0-0 
2, Bogans 0-1 2-2 2, Garrity 0-3 0-0 0, Diener 1-1 0-0 3. 
Totals 31-74 18-29 82.
ATLANTA (95)
Smith 3-9 4-6 11, S.Williams 1-4 0-0 2, Pachulia 4-6 9-10 

Johnson’s 31 pushes Hawks to 2-1
HAWKS 95, MAGIC 82

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

ATLANTIC DIVISION
 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia ............................ 3 0 1.000 —
New Jersey ............................. 1 1 .500 11⁄2
New York ................................ 1 2 .333 2
Toronto ................................... 1 2 .333 2
Boston .................................... 0 3 .000 3
SOUTHEAST DIVISION
 W L Pct GB
Atlanta .................................... 2 1 .667 —
Washington ............................ 1 1 .500  1⁄2
Charlotte ................................. 1 2 .333 1
Miami ..................................... 1 2 .333 1
Orlando ................................... 1 2 .333 1
CENTRAL DIVISION
 W L Pct GB
Cleveland ................................ 2 1 .667 —
Detroit ..................................... 2 1 .667 —
Indiana .................................... 2 1 .667 —
Milwaukee .............................. 2 1 .667 —
Chicago .................................. 1 2 .333 1

WESTERN CONFERENCE
SOUTHWEST DIVISION
 W L Pct GB
New Orleans ........................... 3 0 1.000 —
San Antonio ........................... 2 1 .667 1
Houston .................................. 1 2 .333 2
Memphis ................................ 1 2 .333 2
Dallas ...................................... 0 2 .000 21⁄2
NORTHWEST DIVISION
 W L Pct GB
Utah ........................................ 3 0 1.000 —
Minnesota .............................. 2 1 .667 1
Portland .................................. 2 1 .667 1
Seattle ..................................... 1 2 .333 2
Denver .................................... 0 2 .000 21⁄2
PACIFIC DIVISION
 W L Pct GB
L.A. Lakers ............................. 3 1 .750 —
L.A. Clippers ........................... 2 1 .667  1⁄2
Golden State ........................... 1 2 .333 11⁄2
Sacramento ............................ 1 2 .333 11⁄2
Phoenix .................................. 1 3 .250 2

NBA STANDINGS — All times Central

SUNDAY’S GAMES
San Antonio 103, Toronto 94
Atlanta 95, Orlando 82
Philadelphia 107, Miami 98
New Orleans 96, Houston 90
Seattle 117, L.A. Lakers 101
TODAY’S GAMES
All times Central
Washington at Orlando, 6 p.m.
San Antonio at New York, 6:30 p.m.
Milwaukee at Chicago, 7:30 p.m.

Golden State at Dallas, 7:30 p.m.
Detroit at Utah, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Sacramento, 9 p.m.
Portland at L.A. Clippers, 9:30 p.m.
TUESDAY’S GAMES
Atlanta at Cleveland, 6 p.m.
Philadelphia at Indiana, 6 p.m.
Seattle at Miami, 6:30 p.m.
Houston at Memphis, 7 p.m.
Golden State at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at L.A. Lakers, 9:30 p.m.

17, Claxton 1-10 4-4 6, Johnson 11-19 7-9 31, Childress 
3-7 2-2 8, Lue 2-7 2-2 6, Wright 4-7 0-0 8, Jones 2-4 2-
2 6, Bozeman 0-0 0-0 0, Freije 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 31-73 
30-35 95.
Orlando .........................11 24 22 25 — 82
Atlanta ..........................22 24 20 29 — 95
3-Point Goals—Orlando 2-11 (Arroyo 1-1, Diener 1-1, 
Bogans 0-1, Dooling 0-2, Garrity 0-2, Turkoglu 0-4), At-
lanta 3-7 (Johnson 2-4, Smith 1-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Orlando 53 (Howard 8), Atlanta 48 (Smith 
11). Assists—Orlando 8 (Arroyo 3), Atlanta 16 (Claxton 5). 
Total Fouls—Orlando 27, Atlanta 28. Technicals—Howard.
Attendance—14,896. (18,729).

76ERS 107, HEAT 98
MIAMI (98)
Walker 8-15 1-4 23, Haslem 7-11 3-4 17, Mourning 2-4 
2-2 6, Wade 9-21 2-5 20, Payton 3-7 4-5 11, Posey 2-6 
1-2 6, Kapono 0-1 0-0 0, Wright 5-7 3-4 15, Quinn 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 36-72 16-26 98.

PHILADELPHIA (107)
Iguodala 6-10 6-8 20, Webber 5-13 0-0 10, Dalembert 1-6 
3-4 5, Iverson 9-21 11-14 31, Ollie 4-6 0-0 8, Korver 7-12 
3-3 22, Green 1-6 1-2 3, Hunter 2-2 2-4 6, Carney 1-3 0-0 
2. Totals 36-79 26-35 107.
Miami ..........................29 28 16 25 — 98
Philadelphia ...................26 24 28 29 — 107
3-Point Goals—Miami 10-21 (Walker 6-10, Wright 2-3, 
Payton 1-2, Posey 1-5, Wade 0-1), Philadelphia 9-18 (Korver 
5-6, Iguodala 2-3, Iverson 2-5, Green 0-2, Carney 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Miami 48 (Haslem 16), 
Philadelphia 50 (Webber 11). Assists—Miami 25 (Wade 
11), Philadelphia 26 (Iverson 13). Total Fouls—Miami 26, 
Philadelphia 21. Technicals—Miami Defensive Three Sec-
ond, Iverson. Attendance—16,644. (20,444).

HORNETS 96, ROCKETS 90
HOUSTON (90)
Battier 5-13 3-6 18, Hayes 2-5 0-0 4, Yao 6-11 5-8 17, Mc-
Grady 5-15 4-5 14, Alston 5-12 1-2 13, Mutombo 0-0 0-0 0, 

Snyder 2-5 2-3 6, Howard 1-3 2-2 4, Novak 0-0 0-0 0, Head 
4-9 0-0 10, Wells 2-6 0-0 4. Totals 32-79 17-26 90.
NEW ORLEANS (96)
Mason 3-9 2-3 8, West 7-14 8-11 22, Chandler 2-3 4-10 8, 
Stojakovic 5-11 1-2 16, Paul 5-12 2-3 12, B.Jackson 4-9 4-4 
12, Simmons 0-1 0-2 0, Butler 4-5 0-0 11, Johnson 2-2 0-0 
5, Pargo 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 33-70 21-35 96.
Houston ........................15 27 28 20 — 90
New Orleans ...................26 22 23 25 — 96
3-Point Goals—Houston 9-27 (Battier 5-11, Head 2-5, 
Alston 2-7, Snyder 0-1, McGrady 0-3), New Orleans 9-
16 (Stojakovic 5-8, Butler 3-3, Johnson 1-1, West 0-1, 
B.Jackson 0-1, Paul 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—
Houston 63 (Hayes, Yao 10), New Orleans 44 (Chandler 11). 
Assists—Houston 19 (McGrady 7), New Orleans 20 (Paul 
16). Total Fouls—Houston 27, New Orleans 23. Techni-
cals—Johnson. Attendance—18,202. (19,163).

SUPERSONICS 117, LAKERS 101
LA LAKERS (101)
Odom 3-6 3-4 11, Walton 4-7 1-2 10, Bynum 5-5 3-4 13, 
Bryant 4-10 7-8 15, Parker 2-8 0-0 5, Farmar 5-6 3-3 14, 
Turiaf 2-4 1-1 5, Radmanovic 4-7 0-0 10, Williams 0-1 0-0 
0, Vujacic 2-4 2-2 7, Evans 0-3 0-0 0, Cook 4-10 3-5 11. 
Totals 35-71 23-29 101.
SEATTLE (117)
Ras.Lewis 8-16 3-4 25, Wilcox 4-10 2-3 10, Petro 3-4 0-0 
6, Allen 10-16 9-9 32, Ridnour 9-13 2-2 22, Watson 4-5 
3-3 12, Fortson 0-0 0-0 0, Wilkins 2-11 0-0 4, Collison 1-2 
4-5 6, Sene 0-1 0-0 0, Gelabale 0-1 0-0 0, Wilks 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 41-79 23-26 117.
L.A. Lakers ....................31 18 23 29 — 101
Seattle ..........................29 28 38 22 — 117
3-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 8-25 (Odom 2-4, Radmanovic 
2-4, Vujacic 1-1, Walton 1-2, Farmar 1-2, Parker 1-4, Cook 0-
1, Williams 0-1, Evans 0-2, Bryant 0-4), Seattle 12-20 (Ras.
Lewis 6-10, Allen 3-4, Ridnour 2-2, Watson 1-2, Wilkins 0-1, 
Gelabale 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. Lakers 
46 (Odom 7), Seattle 37 (Wilcox 8). Assists—L.A. Lakers 24 
(Bryant 9), Seattle 24 (Ridnour 7). Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 
24, Seattle 27. Technicals—L.A. Lakers Defensive Three 
Second, Bryant. Attendance—17,072. (17,072).

SPURS 103, RAPTORS 94
SAN ANTONIO (103)
Bowen 1-5 0-0 3, Duncan 10-15 6-7 26, Oberto 5-6 2-4 
12, Ginobili 4-10 4-4 12, T.Parker 8-17 3-4 19, Elson 3-4 
0-0 6, Finley 0-3 0-0 0, Horry 0-0 1-2 1, Barry 5-6 1-2 16, 
Udrih 3-8 1-2 8, Bonner 0-4 0-0 0, Vaughn 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
39-78 18-25 103.
TORONTO (94)
A.Parker 4-8 2-2 11, Bosh 8-18 3-6 19, Nesterovic 1-4 0-0 
2, Peterson 5-11 3-3 15, Ford 5-14 5-6 15, Jones 3-9 0-0 6, 
Garbajosa 2-4 4-4 9, Bargnani 3-7 1-1 8, Calderon 1-1 4-4 
6, Graham 0-0 3-4 3. Totals 32-76 25-30 94.
San Antonio ...................17 32 27 27 — 103
Toronto .........................25 21 22 26 — 94
3-Point Goals—San Antonio 7-19 (Barry 5-5, Bowen 1-3, 
Udrih 1-5, Ginobili 0-3, Bonner 0-3), Toronto 5-13 (Peterson 
2-4, Bargnani 1-1, Garbajosa 1-1, A.Parker 1-2, Bosh 0-1, 
Ford 0-2, Jones 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—San
Antonio 47 (Oberto 9), Toronto 48 (Bosh 17). Assists—
San Antonio 21 (Duncan 4), Toronto 11 (Ford 5). Total
Fouls—San Antonio 22, Toronto 20. Attendance—18,098.
(19,800).


